Wednesday, Augnst 17, 2005

THE MONGOL MESSENGER

Wild asses vulnerable L

By Vinest Vih

Umice them: wers ];l‘iqll.'.llll'\:llﬁ Ironm
the Red Sea o the I River in
China. Todday there are lewer than
A0, e, B0 percent of ihem in Mongo-
lia.

The Aziatic wild pss, apcestor of

1 climestic donkaey, bas been in de-
eling For the last fifty vears, and only
im Blongolia are there signalicant num-
bers

Buologist amd leader of a spicies
spacialist group, Patricia Moshlmanm
skl e aneiclent can wipe oul whisle
herds "

The World Congervatiom Linwon
(TLIC™ elassifies the species as vol-
nerable. BMochlmann sakl there 15 a
need for conservation Programimes o
et ark] meamage e population but
knowledge aboud the species is siill
It

T'cv share: information and develop
A comservalion sehon plan, sty biolo-
ists et for 8 confererse ot Fiastai Na-
Isal Park Awgasy 11-13,

Pdoehlemann explined, "Mos
lzacimg baodopisis spocialising in he
Asiatic wild ass are here, wiil only &
T missimg [ wsould have liked mwore
Froam Cling fo come, amnd unfommately
1 top Draian axpert <l nol come,

Experts travelked o Mongolia from
China, Ruwssia,  lsrael, India,
Darkmenistan and Llrhekistan, whils
many German and Mongolian ne-
searchers working here and Princedon
Dniversity  Prolessor Daniel
Fukenstein alse attendsd,

Flugtan Matonal Fark a8 the home
of the wild horse (the takhi or
Pracwalska”s horsel., re-introduced mio
the willdl b svert extinetion, The Mon-
polaan wikl ass (the Kulan -::-rI:I.-'l.;gl...I..J.lI
belongs o the same .n:-nlnth-al fammily
[equant} and bioksgisis are keen o com-

VAR anees an The bt

serve the currsnt wild population and
aviniid Bavang o re-indrsucs it Later,

Ihe BEulan lives in south and
sulilh -t Mlongolia ail acnoss in e
neighbouring Chinese proviees of Sin
Foamng. They usually Tive in groups o
f-12 mvimals, with ong male, several
lemales and 1he young. In winler they
come fogether in larger berds of up o
500 They are wary ol humans and
depart at wp o S2kph when ap-

wschid.

Ihe subspecies is al nsk hecanss
Monpolia™s mereaging livesiock hend
is deminating availobks pasture, which
i also reducmg a2 mmmg and nosds

by

Fluntig these animals was banned
in 1253, bui they are sill shot by

poachers for ther meal amd hides,

Fhara: v, Chris Wslner

wihiile parts of the animal are believed
mwsdicmal.

(he: initiative for the conference
came Tromm The Gobd Bolan prosjec
iepm, who are sudyving the animal®s
habitanl and behaviour, wirking bo-
wards a long denn conservation o
nEmagenenl plan.

Resenrcher Petrn Bacwensky snid,
W thought there must be other
people in the world struggling with fhe
sane problems, sowe thoughl it woukl
he “ﬁ'“l iden o come together,”

Ehe gaud thas was the Dhiest confer-
enee of ifs kind focused on the Asiatic
wilil ass, bul Bane were commsm con-
servation preblems with ather regiconal
spacies, s0 the dssues discused here
wonild burve a wider use

Comlienenee sponsors were he [n-
termational Takhi Group ressarch cen-
e, Huskn natiomal park, Gennany’s
Mariin Luther University Halle, the
Mongolan Acalemy of Sceence aml
ihe: Naticnnl University, the Mongo-
liam Natiomal Coarmnission for the Con
servation of Endangered Species ard
WWE Bdimgalia,

Al migresing aEpeet o cmerge
wins The ool Ii.lr?-mlm-.lnlm -'.'-;:-l.ﬂ
eration. Before the conference, Mon-
golian biologists knew Little abouwl
Chiirese work, and there wers misoon-
weplions aboul whal happons o the
animals seress the border

O culicomse wias o Chanese-Mon-
golian agresment for Mologiss foex-
champe miormatien, lobby their re-
apentive governments, and seek fund-
ing o collaboralive prsjects.
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