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A kingdom for a horse?
Vast, relatively intact steppe ecosystems of temperate zones can no longer be
found anywhere but in Central Asia. They form a “kingdom” – better: a last refuge –
for two endangered wild horse species: the takhi and the khulan.
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Let’s Protect the Primordial Wild Horse and its Habitat.

Dear friends of the Wild Horse
Anyone who – like you – cares
about conserving the biodiversity
of our planet has a huge choice.
More than 32’000 species are
listed on the IUCN’s Red List as
threatened
with
extinction.
That’s 27% of all 120‘000 species
analyzed so far – or 41% of
amphibians, 26% of mammals,
34% of conifers, 14% of birds,
30% of sharks and rays, 33% of
reef corals, 28% of certain types
of crustaceans… One can really
get dizzy from such numbers.
But that doesn’t help. So what does? Which of the
countless endangered life forms should we – in practice
– try to rescue? The Big Leaf Mahogany or rather the
Ethiopian Wolf ? The Solomon Island Palm Frog or the
Mekong Giant Catfish? The Sunda Pangolin or the
European Eel? The Tristan Albatross, the Madagascar
Big-Headed Turtle, the Giant Rafflesia or the Snow
Leopard?
That’s not a trivial question because not every species is
equally old or meaningful in evolutionary terms. And
not all play an equal role ecologically: keystone species
hold together entire food chains. That’s why it is
advisable to base species conservation on ecological
aspects and not – at least not only – on the cuteness or
exotic nature of a given species. We are almost too
familiar with horses, which are known to have played a
crucial role in the history of mankind, to perceive them
as a threatened life form. But that is deceiving. Of these

offspring of an age-old genealogy only 7 wild forms
survive today: three species of donkeys, three of zebras
and the Primordial Wild Horse (takhi). With the
exception of the Plains Zebra and the Tibetan Wild Ass
they are all threatened with extinction. Without
conservation measures this age-old group of wildlife
could cease to exist.
That’s what happened to the ancestor of the domestic
horse – and by a hairbreadth also to the Primordial Wild
Horse. To prevent this is one reason for ITG to fight for
the survival of the takhi. But we also want to conserve
the steppe ecosystems of the temperate zones which
today only remain in Central Asia. They form a
„kingdom“ – better: a last refuge – for two threatened
wild horse species: the takhi and the khulan.
So if you wonder where to place your commitment to
wild nature, you’re perfect right here. For securing the
survival of an extremely rare species which belongs to a
singular, threatened ecosystem to which the age-old
Mongolian nomadic culture clings – that seems a really
meaningful commitment to me. Wouldn’t you agree?

Dr. Reinhard Schnidrig, President ITG

Photo: Dalaitseren Sukhbaatar

Auch bei der Bevölkerung, die im Umkreis des Biosphärenreservats Great Gobi B lebt, trifft die Takhi Post auf reges
Interesse. Und auch den Menschen soll das Reservat zugute
kommen. Die ITG arbeitet dazu eng mit dem mongolischen
Ministerium für Umwelt und Tourismus sowie mit den
Behörden auf Gemeinde- und Distriktsebene zusammen.

Foto: Anita Fahrni

„We are fighting for an extremely rare species which belongs to a unique,
threatened ecosystem to which the age-old Mongolian nomadic culture clings.”
2

ITG International Takhi Group, Freunde des Wildpferdes, c/o Stiftung Wildnispark Zürich, Alte Sihltalstrasse 38, CH-8135 Sihlwald / ZH www.savethewildhorse.org

An old family in trouble
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All species of wild equids except the Tibetan Wild Ass have lost most of their former range. Five of the seven species are at risk of
extinction. The African Wild Ass is critically endangered, the Primordial Wild Horse (takhi) was even extinct in the wild; today it only
lives in the wild in minuscule populations in Mongolia and China.
A few thousand years ago the range of the African and Asiatic Wild Ass comprised the semi-deserts of all North Africa and Asia,
respectively, whereas the Primordial Wild Horse ranged through the entire Eurasian steppe belt (purple area).

Wild equids turn poor vegetation into high-quality manure which they spread over vast areas,
including the seeds within.
Photos: © Heribert Bechen 2017 (Mountain Zebra), Wendy Lin 2007 (Grevy’s Zebra), cuatrok77 2015 (African Wild Ass), Petra Kaczensky (Khulan), Hy’Shga 2010 (Tibetan Wild Ass),
Peter Kistler (Plains Zebra and takhi)
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Deserving protection: a very special ecosystem
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Photos: © Otgonbayar
Baatargal (Long-eared
jerboa, Altai snowcock,
steppe polecat, Demoiselle
crane)
© Petra Kaczensky (flora),
© Erdenepurev Sh. (Gobi
B-Reserve with
Alagkhairkhan mountain)

The Great Gobi biosphere reserve is one of the last
relatively intact steppe habitats of the temperate zone.
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Conserving an age-old cultural heritage
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Foto: © Uli Rutz
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Both the ecosystem and the nomadic culture
can continue to exist only on the basis of sustainability.
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Themes that have been keeping us busy in 2020
Besides and despite SARS-CoV-2, ITG was dealing with
the implementation of the current management plan,
notably with the following themes:

∑

Training of 14 additional rangers

∑

Demarcation of the new park border with
numerous information panels and poles

∑

Investigation of the park’s waterbodies with the
goal of optimizing water management, in
cooperation with Khovd University

∑

Study on the tourism potential and other added
value for the local population

∑

Project work on the new national park administration center in Altai (Khovd province)

∑

Renewal of the contract between ITG and the
Mongolian Ministry of Environment and
Tourism

∑

Common management of takhi populations living
in 3 reserves in Mongolia (Great Gobi B, Khomiin
tal, Hustain Nuruu)

What we used your 2020 donations for
86% of donations directly served to conserve the
Great Gobi B ecosystems and the Primordial Wild
Horses living there. 14% of donations were used for
the operational cost of the ITG teams in Switzerland
(working in an honorary capacity) and for
information services, notably the new website and the
Takhi Post.

New web platform
Visit our new website www.savethewildhorse.org
We have edited the contents and illustrated them with many
pictures to give you a better idea of our conservation program.
And you will learn a lot about the takhi, the Dzungarian Gobi
ecosystem, the nomadic culture and the goals and activities of
ITG. For further information just visit our media center where
you can find reports, protocols, scientific publications, media
content and the digital versions of the Takhi Post, which you
can also order as newsletter. Have fun!
PS: Donations are now also possible online via PayPal and credit
card.
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Species portrait: Snow leopard5
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Photo: © “Tambako the Jaguar” 2013

As an apex predator the snow leopard plays a key role in the
ecosystems of the Central Asian mountain ranges.
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Snow leopards suffer from multiple threats. For their conservation it is essential
to protect additional habitat.
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Let’s secure the future of the Primordial Wild Horse together
„The Great Gobi biosphere reserve is home not only to a unique flora and fauna, but
also to the millennia-old tradition of the nomadic Mongolian horsemen. Let’s preserve
this heritage for future generations!“
Oyunsaikhan Ganbaatar, biologist and takhi expert, Director, Great Gobi B

ITG works in an honorary capacity.
Each donation is used directly for protecting the Primordial Wild Horse.

How your donation helps us – many thanks!

You help mark the border
of the park extension.

You contribute to
purchasing weather
stations for optimizing
pasture management.

You help finance personal
equipment for the
additional, newly-hired
rangers.

You help to train and
educate the new rangers.

Any donation helps conserve this unique species of Wild Horse
as well as other flora and fauna of the Central Asian steppe.
Photo: © Cyril Ruoso

Join the ‚Friends of the Wild Horse ‘!
Membership for private persons USD/CHF 50.Foal membership for teens, students and apprentices USD/CHF 20.-

Donation account
Aargauische Kantonalbank
CH-5001 Aarau

Account number (IBAN): CH07 0076 1016 0117 6052 3
Account 50-6-9
Beneficiary: “Freunde des Wildpferdes”

Printed on environment-friendly FSC
(Forest Stewardship Council) / EU Ecolabel paper

Friends of the Wild Horse
c/o Stiftung Wildnispark Zürich
Alte Sihltalstrasse 38
CH-8135 Sihlwald / ZH
www.savethewildhorse.org
info@savethewildhorse.org

