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More than climate
Climate change is on everyone’s mind.
Species extinction isn’t.
Are we missing out on something?
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Let’s Protect the Primordial Wild Horse and its Habitat.

Dear Friends of the Wild Horse
Climate change is on everyone’s
mind, and the balance of
scientific evidence hardly leaves
any reasonable doubt about its
reality and threat – even if
nowadays it serves somewhat too
easily as cause for well-nigh anything. However, once again I
need to be a bit unpleasant. There
is a problem which gets little
attention in the broad public, but
has the potential to bother us
even much more than the
climate: species extinction. The
fact that the number of individuals in over 14’000 populations of around 3’700
species has declined by almost 60% between 1970 and
20121 is a writing on the wall. The irretrievable loss of
thousands of individuals, populations and species
reflects the “big acceleration” of the Anthropocene, i.e.
the exponential growth of the number of people, their
aspirations and numerous global indicators which
depend on both, from GDP through water and fertilizer
consumption right down to catching of fish and forest
loss.
As ever more – exponentially more! – humans are
leaving an ever greater footprint, production-related
emissions lead to ever stronger climatic warming on one
hand and ever faster degradation, pollution and destruction of habitats and the biodiversity therein on the
other. Moreover, the use of land (for livestock, settlements, energy extraction etc.), climatic change and the
loss of near-natural ecosystems are not taking effect in
isolation; they form a vicious circle. This could ultimately

finish us off. For ecosystems cannot be thinned out
arbitrarily – no more than you can keep breaking bricks
from a wall without risking its eventual collapse. Yet the
global biodiversity crisis is poised to become problematic
even considerably faster than the warming of the earth’s
climate.
Apparently neither politics, nor media, nor the public
have understood this. Globally just 8% of large
donations support conservation 2 . The way it looks, we
have a steep learning curve ahead. If we want to offer
threatened species and their habitats the protection they
urgently need, we are all challenged. Nobody can achieve
everything, but everybody something. Luckily, you
belong to the minority which has understood this. In the
name of our team of honorary volunteers, I would like
to extend a heartfelt thank you to you for carrying our
vision along through your generous support. Our
reward is the knowledge that a life form almost
extinguished despite its uniqueness – the last true Wild
Horse – is roaming the Gobi again. This is so owing to
both your engagement and the pioneer work of other
far-sighted nature enthusiasts such as the recently
deceased patron Dorothee Stamm. At the same time,
with this engagement we grant a future to important
species of the Central Asian flora and fauna, and we
offer new perspectives to its nomadic culture. This
remains a heartfelt matter to me. To you, too?

Dr. Reinhard Schnidrig, President, ITG

For thousands of years primordial Wild Horses
have been adapted to the scraggy cold steppe. Yet
winter is a formidable challenge even to them –
especially to pregnant mares.
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„The use of land, climatic change and the loss of
near-natural ecosystems form a vicious circle.”
2
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More than takhi
When talking about endangered species, most of us
usually think of mammals and birds, less frequently of
fishes, reptiles, insects or plants. For, being mammals of
the megafauna, we are prone to lend special attention to
those life forms which appear similar to us in size, looks
and way of living. Zoos, too, predominantly show such
species. However, this way we succumb to a classic error
of perception. For the backbone of ecosystems is usually
formed by completely different species of flora and
fauna, those much less familiar to us. The species
especially close to our heart account for maybe 5% of
the factual global biodiversity; even all flowering plants
(“angiosperms”) together total less than 1/8 of the
global number of species (which number remains
unknown). In contrast, almost half of these are insects.
Their countless forms build – alongside plants – by far
the most important biodiversity. But even molluscs,
fungi and arachnids are more diverse than all of the
vertebrates (of which the majority are fishes).
Thanks to the charismatic “umbrella species” on which
we concentrate – such as the takhi – all the other species
in their habitat also benefit. The little creepy-crawly
animals and meagre plants over which we trample along
are at least as worthy of protection. For even the most
impressive species can exist only in a diverse ecosystem.
Biodiversity is the life insurance of life itself. That’s why
we must, to be able to save the takhi from extinction,
also protect the scrawny barren steppe and its scraggy
pastures made up of a spectacular 410 species (!). The
desert is alive!
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Photo at the bottom: winter storm in der Takhin tal region. To
preserve free-ranging takhi, we must also protect the scraggy
pastures of the Gobi.

Photo: © Petra Kaczensky

Biodiversity is the life insurance of life itself.
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Obituary: Dr. h.c. Dorothee Stamm (7 Nov 1929 - 5 Sept 2021)
„A dream has come true“, wrote Dorothee Stamm in her
memoirs. Her dream matches ours: the resurrection of the
primordial Wild Horse in the wild. After the early death of
her husband Werner Stamm she pursued their mutual
vision with great energy and autonomy towards other
organizations and persons. In the early years of the
reintroduction project in the Great Gobi B she was the
driving force, together with Christian Oswald and JeanPierre Siegfried. The participation of the Werner Stamm
Foundation in the project was decisive and enabled its
breakthrough.
The dream of Werner and Dorothee Stamm came true in
June 1995 with the first transport of 6 takhi. From
“Muellerhaegli” in Oberwil/BL (Switzerland), where the
Stamms were keeping several endangered equid species,
the trip went via Frankfurt, Beijing and Ulaanbaatar to
Takhin tal in the Great Gobi B. There, Dorothee Stamm,
Jean-Pierre and Sonja Siegfried were welcomed with all
honors by a large crowd of locals, some of whom had
travelled there over hundreds of kilometers using motor
bikes and trucks. This overwhelming experience confirmed
the patron’s commitment to press ahead with her vision of
rewilding the takhi. In 1996 already another 8 takhi
followed, among which several came from Oberwil. But it
also mattered to Mrs. Stamm to get to know the sanctuary.
She travelled to Mongolia seven times and did not shy back
from accompanying the rangers on prolonged bumpy
drives in a UAZ (Russian jeep). Unforgettable, how once
she endured these patrols for more than a week, despite a
severe backache, installing herself for the nights on a
board carried along in the UAZ for this purpose. In 1997
she discussed economic projects with both regional
authorities and the reintroduction camp, especially ecotourism and the drilling of wells for the livestock of

nomads outside the sanctuary. She used to defend her views
with determination, irrespective of the rank and status of
the respondents.
She was well aware that the project’s success also required
understanding the Mongolian culture and way of life. She
made friends with ranger families. A very special bond
existed between Dorothee Stamm and the head of the
Takhin tal camp, Sukhe, who came from a very prominent
family of horse breeders. Dorothee admired and esteemed
his eye for both wild and domestic animals, but didn’t
share his aversion towards dogs. For many hours they
both endured long observation drives to the reintroduced
takhi.
Her seventh and final trip to Mongolia in Summer 2007
brought 78-years-old Dorothee Stamm to her limits. In
the then newly built park administration building in
Takhin tal she enjoyed Mongolian hospitality with
traditional food and homely get-togethers with singing
and chitchat. Once more she visited the released takhi and
silently absorbed the fulfilment of her dream.
In 2015, in recognition of her merits for the
reintroduction of the takhi, Dorothee Stamm was awarded
the title of Honorary Doctor of Zurich University. On 5
September 2021 she died at the age of 92. ITG, the takhi
and the Mongolian nation are enormously indebted to her.
Her determined engagement – jointly with that of
Christian Oswald, Jean-Pierre Siegfried and Ochir Dorjraa
– was indispensable for initiating the reintroduction of
takhi into the Dzungarian Gobi and the project’s success
against all odds. Dorothee Stamm and her precious legacy
remain unforgotten, and her intellectual, financial and
organizational engagement is exemplary for nature enthusiasts who want to achieve something.

Dorothee Stamm with Ravchig Samiya, today Professor for Wildlife Biology at the National
University of Mongolia, on the occasion of the first takhi airlift from Switzerland to the Great
Gobi B sanctuary. Photo: © Ruth Baumgartner
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Former Park Director and veterinarian Tsedensodnom “Sukhe” Sukhbaatar leads Dorothee
Stamm through rough terrain. Photo: © ITG

Dorothee Stamm‘s determined engagement was indispensable for reintroducing
takhi into the Dzungarian Gobi and is exemplary for nature enthusiasts who
want to achieve something.

Activities in 2021
At the well-attended General Assembly in the Nature
Discovery Park Sihlwald (Zurich) we were happy to welcome many loyal donors and to inform them about both our
programme and the business year 2020. The closing year
2021 continued, unfortunately, to be governed by the corona pandemic, which made it impossible both to make trips
to Mongolia and to conduct the large ungulate count of
2020 (already postponed then).
Nevertheless, of course we haven’t been idle – even without
counting the usual work at the sanctuary:
∑

Participation in the virtual conservation exhibition
«Wildlife Conservation Expo»

∑

Completion of the hydrological ITG research
projects in the takhi sanctuary Great Gobi B

∑

Participation in the conservation conference
„Great Gobi 6“, a WWF initiative running since
2016 which is dedicated to the conservation of the
Bactrian camel, takhi, khulan, saiga, goitered
gazelle and Gobi bear. Great Gobi B was
represented by ITG biologist Yondon Gansukh, G.
Dovchindorj (Senior Specialist at the preserve) and
O. Khurelbaatar - Specialist for tourism, education
& communication and park buffer zones.

∑

Field study of the reptile fauna in the sancturay
G. Ariunjargal (University of Agriculture),
G. Dovchindorj, G. Yondon and rangers. Mapping
of the ranges and abundance of local reptiles – a
fundamental requirement for effective protection.

Foto: © Uli
byRutz
Dr.

∑

∑

Cashmere project
Involving the local population, especially the
nomadic herders, with the intent to make them
benefit from the sanctuary, is of central importance
for our species conservation concept. For this
reason ITG agroecologist Lena Michler organized
a presentation of our programme by herself and by
ITG president Reinhard Schnidrig at the
Sustainability in the Cashmere Sector Conference of
the Sustainable Fibre Alliance, attended online by
many international representatives of the cashmere
value creation chain. The goal is a more sustainable
value creation chain for cashmere wool. Lena
Michler and Reinhard Schnidrig also presented our
programme at this year’s Fashion Week in Berlin in
the context of sustainable fashion initiatives, where
conservation and fashion experts were discussing
cooperation options.
„Rally for Rangers“ and conservation training
Every year the Mongolian Ecology Center MEC
(rallyforrangers.org) sponsors motor bikes for
ranger patrols. Sanctuaries can apply for participation. Great Gobi B was admitted in 2021 and at
the rally in Dornod province (NE Mongolia) received 7 motor bikes! As a follow-up activity MEC
held a one-day training in conservation management in Takhin tal in mid October.

Finest cashmere textiles from Mongolia should be sustainable – i.e. be produced without
degrading the pastures. ITG agroecologist Lena Michler (middle) presented our socioPhoto: ©Uli
Rutz at the Berlin Fashion Week (picture at left). The goal is a more
economy
project
sustainable value creation chain for cashmere wool. Photo: © Chris Gonz.
N. Nasanjargal (at right), Executive Director of Petrovis Trading LLC., with ITG
Research Assistant Dalaitseren Sukhbaatar at the “Rally for Rangers”. The mother company,

Petrovis Group, largest fuel supplier of Mongolia,
has been supporting the rally since 2018 and covers
its entire fuel cost. In 2021 Petrovis also participated
in the rally and donated a motorbike. Great Gobi B
received 7 motorbikes for patrols in total.
Photo: Dalaitseren Sukhbaatar

In 2021, despite the corona pandemic we remained active for the conservation of the Gobi:
on the catwalk, on the motorbike, in the desert and in front of the screens.
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4000 Saker falcons saved from electrocution

In search of the wild horses

According to a study of
the Mohamed Bin Zayed
Raptor Conservation Foundation (UAE) founded in
2018, in Mongolia every
year 18’000 birds die from
electrocution on the poles
of powerlines – including
4’000 of the highly endangered Saker falcons,
the national bird of
Mongolia (see species
portrait in Takhi Post 11/
May 2020). This problem,
which also in Switzerland Foto: © Michael Gäbler
has been the cause of
mortality of 1/3 of Eagle Owls found dead in a study
from 2005, can be solved with trivial means. A simple
plastic cover suffices for isolating the powerline at the
poles. Through equipping 30’000 power poles with
such covers, the conservation organization from the
Emirates reduced raptor mortality by 98%! In addition,
since 2015 it has released 80 Saker falcons through a
reintroduction programme in Bulgaria, where the
species no longer occurred. One pair bred successfully.
Now the release of another 100 Saker falcons is
planned over the next 5 years. A third programme aims
at maximum genetic variability in captive-bred Saker
falcons listed for release.

As an adolescent, journalist and author Stefan
Schomann falls for an ochre-coloured horse
with a stiff mane – and realizes only later that
this species survives in zoos only. In his newest
book “In Search of the Wild Horses” he tells
the eventful and moving story of the primordial
wild horses. While domesticated horses were
revolutionizing transport, trade and warfare,
most of the wild forms were soon reduced to
tiny remnants, the primordial wild horse even
being exterminated in the wild. The author
follows its traces across history and deep into
far-flung landscapes, from the Isar valley to the
Gobi and from Lascaux to Chernobyl. The fate
of the primordial wild horses shows hu-mans as
annihilators and saviours of species. Yet, what
constitutes their value? Does it make a
difference whether they survive or perish? Yes,
concludes the author, a world of difference:
“Each species that disappears leaves a terrible
void. Against this void I have been writing.”
Researched like nonfiction, fluent like a novel,
suspenseful like a thriller!
Stefan Schomann: Auf der Suche nach den
wilden Pferden. (German). Galiani publishers,
460 pages, with photos, from CHF 29.50/Eur
25. Also available as eBook. ISBN 978-3-86971213-0

Attend the reading by Stefan Schomann on Sunday, 30 January 2022, in the
Kompanima Natur- und Tierschutzzentrum, Switzerland!
Bruderhausstrasse 3, 8400 Winterthur, +41 44 527 65 65, info@kompanima.ch

Species portrait: Mongolian relict grasshopper3
Once spotted, this grasshopper will crawl under the next
bush or drop and glide from its twig. Whoever dares touch
it is frightened off by a special protest chirr and besmirched
with haemolymph (its blood) squirting from two pairs of
holes in its sternum. Chirring is common in grasshoppers.
However, with Deracantha, both sexes can do so. Like
crickets (and different from grasshoppers) they generate
these sounds with stridulatory files sitting on the wing
stubs. Males and females alike use similar, but clearly
distinguishable signals in the 10–60 kHz frequency range,
which they emit perseveringly from elevated places. This
demonstrably attracts the opposite sex – a great help with
finding a mate in this species with its highly patchy and
spaced-out distribution, in which singing males keep a
roughly 30 meter distance from each other. Moreover,
females are significantly less frequent than males, and the
populations are subject to much variation from year to year.
Hence, distance communication by chirring is essential for
survival.
From late July to September Deracantha grasshoppers mate,
often several males surrounding one female. With their
sturdy ovipositor the females sink 30-70 eggs 3-4 cm deep
into the ground. The larvae hatch during the subsequent
June and molt to adults in July.
Photo: © Igor Fevelov, Irkutsk State University, Russia

Both sexes of mongolian Deracantha chirr with rudimentary
wings hidden under their neck shield. The „stinger“ of this
Deracantha onos female is the ovipositor.

It’s small and yet a giant. It’s an age-old relict with very
primordial and still advanced morphology. It’s very
conspicuous, yet perfectly camouflaged. It has wings that are
barely visible and still play a central role. It’s endangered, but
we know frighteningly little about it. This type of grasshopper – in Mongolia represented by the species Deracantha
onos and Deracantha mongolica – belongs to the class Insects,
the order grasshoppers, the family Tettigoniidae, the
subfamily Bradyporinae (but that’s controversial) and the
tribe Zichyini, which is at home in Kazakhstan, southern
Siberia, Mongolia, China and Korea. Complicated! Insects are
not only numerous, but also extremely rich in forms. And
they build the backbone of many terrestrial ecosystems.
Deracantha likes it dry and warm. It prefers living in basins
and on slopes of dry steppes with sparse plant coverage,
feeding on more than 20 plant species, including littleleaf
peashrub (Caragana microphylla), wormwood sage (Artemisia
frigida), sedges and grasses. However, it also eats dung,
carrion and little insects, including other grasshoppers.
Even as an adult, this robust insect appears like a nymph
(larva), for its wings are reduced to short stubs unsuitable for
flying. Its weak limbs aren’t good at jumping either, so it
mostly climbs and crawls around at a slow pace. That’s a bit
risky when you’re small, fat and juicy. Nevertheless, this
grasshopper has survived for millions of years. With its
patchy color its shape dissolves in perfect camouflage
amongst the thin steppe growth. And if needed it is capable
of covering 3 meters in 10 seconds.

Deracantha onos and mongolica are relict species and
threatened in many populations. Insects with their short
generation times may appear more resilient than the
megafauna. However, many species are highly specialized
on few habitat types and only occur in small populations
and areas. This is also true for Deracantha grasshoppers
which, moreover, are only active in a narrow temperature
range. This makes them highly vulnerable to human
influence. Many of their populations are located in areas of
heavy agricultural use, where they, their eggs and larvae
are trampled by livestock, ploughed under, incinerated
through agricultural burning as well as reduced indirectly
through degradation of natural habitats. A gross exaggeration? Not really, considering a close relative of these
grasshoppers, Bradyporus (Callimenus) multi-tuberculatus,
which is critically endangered after having been thought to
be extinct since 1950, and only survives in a few isolated
locations in the northern Caucasus.

Creepy-crawly animals may not work well as umbrella
species, but they too – actually precisely they, considering their central ecological role – deserve protection,
monitoring and conservation. This doesn’t apply only
to Central Asia, but also to Europe, where every fourth
of the more than 1000 native grasshopper species is
rated as endangered. Intensive cultivation, urbanization
and overbuilding of coastlines and mountain slopes, as
well as the often tiny ranges of these species are key
factors. Many species occur only on single islands or
escarpments; any change of land use on such small
areas can rapidly lead to their extinction – well before
we have understood their role and lifted their secrets.
3

Elavea NF, Korsunovskaya OS: Environmental Features and Sound Signaling of Relict Grasshopper Deracantha Onos (Pallas, 1772) (Orthoptera,
Tettigoniidae, Bradyporinae). Moscow University Biological Sciences
Bulletin, 2012, Vol. 67, No. 3, pp. 105–111

Deracantha onos and mongolica are very old relict species
and endangered in many of their populations.
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Let’s secure the future of the Primordial Wild Horse together
„If, together with the nomadic herders, we manage to focus on quality instead of
quantity and to tap new sources of income, the degradation of this fragile
ecosystem can be prevented.“
Batsukh Jamiyandorj, Director, ITG Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar
ITG works in an honorary capacity.
Each donation is used directly for protecting the Primordial Wild Horse.

How your donation helps us – many thanks!

will finance 100 bricks
for the new headquarters
(”House for the Gobi”).

will contribute to
identifying and
preserving important
resting and breeding
sites of the avifauna
(with 22 globally
threatened species!).

Any donation helps conserve the takhi as well as
the flora and fauna of the Central Asian steppe.

will help us acquire
personal equipment
for the new rangers.

will finance one
window of the
combined meeting
room and visitor
lounge.

If you want to specifically donate for the „House
for the Gobi“, a respective remark will suffice.
Photo: Dalaitseren Sukhbaatar

Follow us on Facebook and Instragram!

Photo: Khulans at a waterhole of Great Gobi B.
© Petra Kaczensky

Join the ‚Friends of the Wild Horse‘!
Membership for private persons CHF/USD 50.Foal membership for teens, students and apprentices CHF/USD 20.-

Donation account
Aargauische Kantonalbank
CH-5001 Aarau
Account number (IBAN): CH07 0076 1016 0117 6052 3
Account 50-6-9
Beneficiary “Friends of the Wild Horse”
Printed on environment-friendly FSC
(Forest Stewardship Council) / EU Ecolabel paper

ITG International Takhi Group
Friends of the Wild Horse
c/o Stiftung Wildnispark Zürich
Alte Sihltalstrasse 38
CH-8135 Sihlwald / ZH
www.savethewildhorse.org
info@savethewildhorse.org

